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This analysis studied how the Arctic region was talked about on Twitter during the month of July 2022. The intensity
and nature of coverage will be put in perspective to capture trends since May 2021.

NUMBER OF ARCTIC MENTIONS: The trend in the number of mentions of our 5 keywords was up in
June. A significant increase was observed in the second part of June, before dropping back down. Attention
to the Arctic Council jumped at the beginning of the month, as seven of the Arctic states issued a joint
statement on cooperation within the institution. The keywords “Inuk / Inuit” also surged at the end of the
month. This discussion was stimulated by national indigenous people’s day in Canada on June 21. The
number of mentions of the keyword “Greenland” increased in mid-June because of the settlement of the
dispute between Greenland and Canada over Hans Island’s status and of the discovery of a new polar bear
population in Greenland.

Figure 1: number of mentions of “Arctic”, “Inuit” and “Inuk”, “Saami” and “Sami”, “Greenland”, and “Arctic
Council” on Twitter from April to July 2022.
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SENTIMENT ANALYSIS: The trend of negative tweeting was on the rise throughout July but
increased significantly in the second half of the month (Figure 2). This increase in negativity can be
attributed to discussions of the impacts of the war in Ukraine and of climate change in the Arctic. An
increase in positive tweets is observed for the terms "Greenland," "Inuit," and "Inuk" between July 19
and 21, 2022. The Inuit Circumpolar Council General Assembly may account for the spike in positive
tweets for these keywords, as the messages were primarily about celebrating unity and the successful
work done by the assembly.

Figure 2: number of negative tweets from April to July 2022.

Figure 3: number of positive tweets from April to July 2022
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STORIES AND THEMES: Climate issues dominated the Arctic conversation in July 2022. Climate
change was discussed by users, particularly in terms of cryosphere, climate emergency, climate action,
sea ice, and global warming. As demonstrated by the co-occurrence of hashtags (Figure 4), climate
change in the Arctic was also linked to heat waves in other parts of the world. The publication of
scientific research results has also helped propel this issue forward.
As can be seen by observing the co-occurrence of hashtags (Figure 4) and the co-occurrence of words
(Figure 5), indigenous issues largely drove the July discussion on the Arctic. This predominance in the
discussion can be explained by the Pope's visit to Canada to apologize for the actions committed in
residential schools. These issues were also discussed in terms of governance due to the Inuit
Circumpolar Council's general assembly.
Looking at co-occurrence of words (figure 5), the Russian invasion of Ukraine and strategic concerns
colored the Arctic conversation in June. This idea can be observed when "Russia" was associated with
"Greenland", "Iceland", "NATO, "Norway" and "Svalbard. Associations with words like "Russia",
"China" and "USA" illustrate that the geopolitical transformations resulting from the conflict are
shaping the conversation.

Figure 4: co-occurrences of hashtags in July 2022.
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Figure 5: co-occurrences of words in July 2022.

TWEETS MOST RETWEETED BY USERS – TOP 10, JULY 2022
1. Picture of wolves in the Arctic region
2. Drawing of Inuit
3. Images of snow goggles used in the Arctic
4. Pictures of Greenland
5. Pictures of Greenland
6. Report on Pope Francis arriving in the Canadian North
7. Post promoting Inuit Traditional Knowledge
8. Message reporting on the new Russian Maritime Doctrine
9. Report of warm weather in the Canadian North
10. Post spreading disinformation on climate change
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DISINFORMATION RATE THIS MONTH: 7%
FOCUS OF DISINFORMATION: disinformation remained on a high plateau in July.
Again, 83% of the disinformation was focused on spreading false information on climate
change.
The strategies resembled past disinformation methods: personal attacks on scientists or
climate advocates (Al Gore is the most attacked individual), carefully selecting data or
observations that fit their narratives and claiming there is a conspiracy hiding the “real” facts.
Another common strategy was to argue that cooling and warming cycles are natural
occurrences and hence not man-made.

Figure 6: number of tweets spreading disinformation among the 500 tweets most retweeted per month from May
2021 to July 2022.
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NOTES
We have collected tweets posted on Twitter from May 2021 to the present, updating the dataset every
month. Seven keywords are tracked to analyse the nature and intensity of the Arctic conversation on
Twitter: “Arctic”, “Inuit” and “Inuk”, “Saami” and “Sami”, “Greenland”, and “Arctic Council”.

We then proceeded to remove terms that used these words while not being related to the Arctic region.
For more information about the data collection and the packages used to extract data, please consult our
open-accessed, interactive database at the following: https://labovirtuel.enap.ca/shiny/demo_arctic/en/

The disinformation rate on page 5 is calculated by analysing the 500 tweets most retweeted in a month
containing our keywords. The disinformation rate is the number of posts promoting disinformation
divided by 500.
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